
10 Interesting Facts about Mumbai's 

Architectural Scene 

 

Mumbai, often dubbed the "City of Dreams," is not only a 

bustling metropolis but also a fascinating tapestry of 

architectural styles and landmarks. From colonial-era 

marvels to modern skyscrapers, Mumbai's architectural 

scene is a testament to its rich history and vibrant culture. 

Here are 10 interesting facts that shed light on the unique 

and diverse architectural heritage of this dynamic city: 

 



1. Art Deco Capital: Mumbai is home to the second-

largest collection of Art Deco buildings in the world, after 

Miami. The Marine Drive and Churchgate areas are 

particularly renowned for their stunning Art Deco 

architecture, earning Mumbai the title of "Art Deco 

Capital of the World." 

2. Victorian Gothic Revival: The Chhatrapati Shivaji 

Maharaj Terminus (CSMT), formerly known as Victoria 

Terminus, is a UNESCO World Heritage Site renowned for 

its Victorian Gothic Revival architecture. Its intricate 

carvings, stained glass windows, and soaring dome make 

it a masterpiece of architectural craftsmanship. 

3. Floating Mosque: The Haji Ali Dargah, a prominent 

Islamic shrine in Mumbai, is unique for its location. 

Situated on a tiny islet off the coast, the mosque is 

accessible via a causeway that appears to float on the 

Arabian Sea during high tide. 

4. Heritage Precincts: Mumbai boasts several heritage 

precincts that showcase its architectural diversity. Areas 

like Kala Ghoda, Fort, and Colaba are dotted with heritage 

buildings ranging from colonial structures to Art Deco 

gems, offering a glimpse into Mumbai's historical 

evolution. 



5. Modern Skyscrapers: As India's financial capital, 

Mumbai boasts a skyline adorned with modern 

skyscrapers. The Bandra-Worli Sea Link, One World 

Centre, and Lodha Excelus Tower are iconic examples of 

contemporary architecture that redefine Mumbai's 

cityscape. 

6. Architectural Conservation: The Mumbai Heritage 

Conservation Committee (MHCC) plays a crucial role in 

preserving the city's architectural heritage. It oversees the 

conservation and restoration of heritage buildings, 

ensuring that Mumbai's architectural legacy is 

safeguarded for future generations. 

7. Floating Hotel: The Taj Mahal Palace Hotel, a symbol of 

luxury and elegance, has a unique feature - it's built on 

reclaimed land. The hotel's iconic structure, blending 

Indo-Saracenic and Moorish styles, is a testament to 

Mumbai's architectural innovation. 

8. Maximum City, Maximum Towers: Mumbai is home to 

some of the tallest residential towers in India and the 

world. Projects like "The Imperial" in Tardeo and "World 

One" in Lower Parel showcase Mumbai's ambition in 

vertical living. 



9. Cinema Architecture: Mumbai's love affair with cinema 

is reflected in its cinema halls and theaters. Iconic venues 

like Liberty Cinema and Regal Cinema boast stunning Art 

Deco facades, adding to Mumbai's cinematic charm. 

10. Green Initiatives: Amidst the urban hustle, Mumbai is 

embracing green architecture and sustainable initiatives. 

The Bombay Greenway Project, vertical gardens, and 

LEED-certified buildings are contributing to a more eco-

friendly urban environment. 

 

From historic landmarks to cutting-edge skyscrapers, 

Mumbai's architectural landscape is a mosaic of 
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creativity, heritage, and innovation. Exploring the city's 

architectural gems unveils stories of resilience, cultural 

amalgamation, and urban evolution, making Mumbai a 

captivating destination for architecture enthusiasts and 

curious travelers alike. 

 


